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to Rome to plead her cause with the Pope, and little
Jayme was placed in the care of Simon, Count of
Montfort, to whose daughter, though only three years
old, he was contracted. It was at the bidding of the
Pope, whose vassal Pedro had made himself in his
early youth, when he had received the surname of The
Catholic—a title he was strangely to bely at the end
of his life. The war against the Albigensian heretics
was raging when Pedro returned after the battle of
Navas de Tolosa. Montfort and the Archbishop of
Narbonne were driving them and all their abettors to
the last extremity. There was an appeal made to
Pedro, who was considered as the natural head of
the romance-speaking nations around the Eastern
Pyrenees ; and he, fired by the accounts of the harsh-
ness of Rome towards Toulouse, Beziers, and Carcas-
sonne, and angered at the Pope's opposition to his
divorce, eagerly took up their cause. He crossed the
Pyrenees with an army, and laid siege to Muret, one
of the cities then occupied by the Crusaders. There
Simon de Montfort surprised him, and he was slain
in his thirty-sixth year, on the 12th of September, 1218.
Little Jayme, then six years old, was, by command
of the Pope, placed in the hands of his subjects, who
gave him into the keeping of the Grand Master of the
Knights Templars, from whom he received an excellent
education. He was a boy of wonderful ability ; and
perhaps no other prince—except William of Normandy
— ever showed such ability in his nonage, followed up
by so glorious a life ; and, curiously, both bear the
surname of Conqueror.
The boy-king of Castille, Enrique I., was killed in
1217, by a tile falling on his head while he was at

